
 

 
Sentence starters to promote collaborative discussions 

START A PROBLEM 
 
One way we could start 
this problem is… 
 
Another way we could 
look at this is... 
 
What do you think 
about............. 
 
I can tell from the 
diagram………… 

JUSTIFY YOUR THINKING 
 
I think....... is true because ….. 
 
I believe........... will happen 
because ............ 
 
I agree/disagree with 
............because............ 
 
I can justify my answer by…. 

PRODUCTIVE STRUGGLE 
  
Please explain to me……. 
 
My point of confusion is... 
 
How did you………...? 
 
Wait, what……….? 
 

END A PROBLEM 
 
Is there a different, shorter 
or more efficient way 
to.............? 
 
One idea to help me 
remember this is.......... 
 
Another similar problem  
I've seen is………. 
 
I wonder…………. 
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